Easter Catkins
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Easter is celebrated on the first Sunday after the first full moon on or after March 21st.  In Christianity, Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ but it has its origins in older pagan fertility festivals.  The rebirth of Jesus is associated with the renewal and re-growth of spring. Many of the traditional symbols of Easter, such as Easter eggs and the Easter Bunny, originate in the older pagan festivals of spring, symbolising fertility and rebirth of nature after the cold winter. It is this emphasis on fertility and renewal that makes spring flowers an ideal gift for Easter.  Legend has it that lilies sprung in the place where Jesus’ blood fell and lilies are the traditional Easter flowers in the USA.  In the United Kingdom and Russia, Pussy Willow is the Easter flower while in Germany red flowers are traditional, to represent the blood of Christ.  The most ancient association of Easter and a particular flower is with the narcissus. This is still the tradition in parts of Europe, especially France and Italy.  
The botanical name for our traditional Easter flower, pussy willow, is Salix caprea.  It is sometimes referred to as goat willow, pink willow, or florist’s pussy willow.  It has buds that open in spring before the plant’s leaves make an appearance.  These furry buds, the ‘pussies’ in the name pussy willow, are referred to as catkins.  According to legend, a mother cat was crying at the bank of the river in which her kittens were drowning. The willows at the river's edge swept their long branches into the waters to rescue the tiny kittens. The kittens gripped on tightly to their branches and were safely brought to shore.  Every springtime since, goes the legend, the willow branches sprout tiny fur-like buds at their tips where the kittens once clung.  Remarkably, in every country, these willow trees are named after cats and the Tudor name for kitten was a catkin.
Equal to my love of flowers is my love of cats.  When trying to find a name for my business that represented a wild British plant, discovering this story was all it took.  These gorgeous flowers, for me, represent spring, hope, natural flowers and kittens – what more could you ask for.
	


